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The present application is rejected for Reason 1 
described in the Office Action dated May 20, 2004. After 
studying the applicant's Written Argument and Amendment, 
the Examiner cannot find any basis for overcoming the 
present rejection. 



Remarks : 
Claims 1-3 

The applicant argued in the Argument as follows: 
"In the present invention, the problem is solved by 
the step of allocating each camera unit to each viewer in 
advance, before starting distribution of images.. On the 
other hand, in Reference 1, the step of selecting an 
uncontrolled camera unit is provided, and the problem is 
solved by selecting a camera in sequence for each accessing 
viewer. Accordingly, the means for solving the problem are 
different . " 



However, it is unclear that how, in the "step of 
allocating" in the present invention, a camera unit is 
allocated before a certain point in time ("in advance"). 
(For example, in order of arrival or by lot may be 
estimated. If it is allocated in order of arrival, nothing 
is different from Reference 1.) In the aspect above, the 
present invention is not recognized as distinguishable from 
Reference 1. 



Further, the applicant argued as follows: 
"According to the invention of the present claim 1, a 
viewer can connect to a camera unit at any time, and is 
always capable of receiving desired images and audio, and 
performing a desired remote control (paragraph [0029] in 
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the Japanese specification) , so that a problem of control 
privileges solves fully (paragraph [0037] in the Japanese 
specification) . On the other hand, in the invention 
described in Reference 1, a failure in acquiring camera 
control privileges may be informed (paragraph [0044] in 
Reference 1) , so that a problem of control privileges 
remains. In view of the aspect above, the advantages 
achieved by the invention of the present claim 1 are 
different from those of Reference 1, and are outstanding." 

However, an aspect that only the number of viewers, 
up to the number of camera units, can control the cameras 
is common to both of the present invention and Reference 1. 
Even in the present invention, if the number of viewers 
exceeds the number of camera units when allocating camera 
units to the viewers before a certain point, there must be 
some viewers being left out of the allocation of the camera 
units. These viewers who were left out of the allocation 
are same as those who failed to acquire camera control 
privileges in Reference 1. In view of the aspect above, 
the present invention is not recognized as being more 
advantageous than Reference 1 . 

Further, the applicant argued as follows: 
"According to the invention of the present claim 1, 
not only images but also audio are operable desirably, 
whereby the relay of, for example, a concert, in which 
audio is indispensable, can be received on-demand. Such 
advantageous effect does not describe or suggest in 
Reference 1 . " 

However, providing a voice input means to a video 
camera so as to transmit image signals with audio (see JP 
10-164565 A, second paragraph, if needed) is well known to 
a skilled person. The distinguishable features argued 
above are mere additions of the known art, so that no 
inventive step is found. 

It should be noted that an aspect of allocating a 
camera unit in advance does not mean on-demand, or upon 
request. 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image-pickup controj 
method, its device, an image- pickup system and a storage medium 
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